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RESPONSE 



Applicants now respond to the Office Action mailed August 20, 2002. The period 
for reply has been extended three months by the Petition for a Three Month Extension 
of Time and fee payment filed concurrently herewith. 

The Examiner required restriction to one of the following groups of claims under 
35U.S.C. § 121: 

Group I, claims 25 and 26, allegedly drawn to a purified collagenase inhibitor 
protein; and 



Group II, claims 27-42, allegedly drawn to vectors encoding a collagenase 
inhibitor protein, host cells comprising the vectors, and methods of producing a 
collagenase inhibitor protein. 

Applicants elect Group I, claims 25 and 26. 

Please grant any extension of time required to enter this response and charge 
any additional required fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted 
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Dated: December 9, 2002 




William L. Strauss 
Reg. No. 47,114 
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